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Handprint Project

Appropriate for Grade Levels: Pre-k, TK, and K

Overview

Students will reflect on their own feelings about inclusion. Each child will trace their hands or create a set of handprints that represent their own experiences with inclusion. Students will answer the big question, “How do you feel included?”

Student Objectives

· Student will be able to define inclusion

· Students will engage in discussion about their own personal narrative around acceptance and differences.

· Complete an arts and crafts project, involving a variety of materials and representing their own experiences.

Lesson Outline

Introduction: Teachers should read a book from the suggested readings list in the attached appendix to introduce the concept of differences, inclusion, friendship, and acceptance. 

Main Activity
The question the students will answer is: “What makes you feel included?”

Partner Talk/Group Discussion

Before they begin, have students share their thoughts with a partner or brainstorm some ideas as a class.

Handprint Craft
Students should be encouraged to be creative and use materials available to make their handprints look unique and represent their own thoughts and feelings about inclusion. 

Students who do not have 2 hands or who need assistance to write can ask a peer for help and use materials that work for them (typing, stamps, cut/paste, beads, etc.). 

Closing Discussion

When their handprints are complete, encourage group, partner, or whole class discussion about what students decided to put on their handprints. Listen to everyone’s different responses and lead a closing discussion around what people can do to make everyone feel more included. 

*Teachers collect all of the handprints and each school can determine the best way for the signature project to be displayed in the school or classroom.

	Materials

	Included in your kit


	Not Included in Kit

	· Pictures of example hand prints
	· Paper
· writing utensils
· possibly scissors and glue
· possibly stamps, stickers, colored pencils/crayons, beads, string etc.


	Handprint Examples
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	Extension Activities



	Pre-K, TK  and K
· Sing a song about friendship and paint or color on handprints. 

“The More We Get Together”

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lldmkrJXQ-E
“The Kids Peace Song”

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xYzwruuXtJE 


[image: image7.jpg]


